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A LETTER FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY 


To the Readers of the Newsletter -- 
|My dear Friends, 


I have decided this time to put what I 
want to say ina rather informal letter 
about our various on-going concerns, rather 
than to write an article on some specific 

issue. 

It happens that just at this moment 
there are a good many projects under way but 
not yet ready for a proper report. The plans 
for the first conference of churches and 
missions in the Pacific areas are now prac- 
tically complete, and the conference of 80 
'delegates, consultants and observers is due 
to meet at the end of April in Samoa. Some 
of the delegates will have to leave home 
many weeks before the conference starts 
which is a reminder of the tremendous travel 
difficulties and consequent isolation which 
the churches in that part of the world face. 

It has been most encouraging to find so much 
enthusiasm for this meeting, and I believe 
that in every case the churches from which 
the delegates come are meeting the entire 
expense of sending their delegates. It will 
be the first time that there has been such 
an opportunity for the Christian churches in 
those far flung islands to meet together to 
plan and pray about God’s work in the vast 
basin of the Pacific. I hope that the next 
Newsletter will bring you some reports of 
the meeting. 

Another project which will fall due for 
reporting in the next letter is the Urban 
Africa Project. For a long time there has 
been & concern among us to try to help the 
churches in the rapidly growing cities of 
Africa to face the colossal pastoral prob- 
lems which press upon them. To a very large 

extent the African churches have been vil- 
lage churches and they have not had long 
experience in dealing with the problems of 
great cities. Today, there are many cities 
in Africa growing at a phenomenal rate and 
drawing in multitudes of people from village 
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backgrounds. Here is a point where the 
experience of successes and tailures in the 
work of urban churches in the West can be 
put at the disposal of the African churches. 
In order to make a preliminary survey the 
I.M.C. has asked the Rev. Emerson Smith of 
the Board of Social Concern of the Methodist 
Church to undertake a tour of African cities. 
The Methodists have been most gracious in 
placing his services at the disposal of 

the I.M.C. and, as I write, he is in the 
midst of his journey. It will lead up toa 
conference at Limuru in Kenya attended by 
representatives from each of the cities 
visited, and it is our hope that this con- 
ference will develop concrete proposals for 
assisting churches in a number of selected 
cities to undertake co-operative projects 

to meet their problems. I hope that in the 
next Newsletter it will be possible to tell 
you something of what has emerged from the 
conference and of the next steps. 


The work of study has always been basic 
to the I.M.C.’s task, and one of the most 
important recent developments of it has been 
the help given to establish centers for the 
study of the Non-Christian Religions in 
India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Hong Kong 
and Japan. The Rev. Victor Hayward, who 
heads up our Research Department, is at the 
moment on a two-and-sa-half months’ tour of 
Asia, during which he will visit all these 
centers, and bring together their Directors 
for a conference on the further developments 
of their work. I am personally looking for- 
ward with much eagerness to the report of 
this journey and meeting and I believe it 
will lead to important new developments in 
the work of these centers. 


The most important single event in the 
field of study which falls to be reported 
in this letter is the publication of the 
results of the I.M.C.’s studies in the Life 
and Growth of the Younger Churches. This is 
a volume entitled Christians in the Copper 
Belt by John V. Taylor and Dorothea 
Lehmann, published by the S.C.M. Press. 


(Copies may be obtained in this country from 
Alec R. Allenson, Inc., 635 East Ogden Ave., 
Naperville, Illinois, at $3.25 each in the 
paper back edition; $6.00 in cloth.) This is 
a most illuminating and moving account of 
the life and witness of the Christians in 
the Copper Belt of Northern Rhodesia. It 
would be impossible to attempt any kind of 
summary in this letter. I hope many of you 
will have an opportunity to read this book 
which has lessons to teach of very great 
importance for the future missionary work 

of the church in all parts of the world. 


There is one issue which has been very 
constantly in our minds and on the agenda 
of our discussions during recent weeks; it 
is the growing evidence of the concern in 
many countries to offer the services of 
young people to assist under-developed 
countries in meeting their problems. The 
Peace Corps proposals of the United States 
are the most notable expression of this 
concern and are arousing widespread interest 
in other parts of the world. But the same 
kind of concern is finding different expres- 
sion in many places. Britain has an organ- 
ization called Voluntary Service Overseas 
which has sent something like 100 young 
people overseas to work under tough condi- 
tions during a year between high school and 
college. Germany has recently formed a 
Working Committee for overseas service 
which joins together the mission boards, 
the service organizations and the organiza- 
tion “Bread for the World’’ in offering to 
train and send overseas experts to provide 
technical assistance to the younger churches 
The greater part of this service will 
naturally and rightly flow through channels 
which have no connection with church or 
mission organizations. It is to be expected 
and welcomed that the major contribution 
that Christians make to the up-building of 
under-developed countries should be in the 
normal service of lay men and women in the 
secular agencies and business. From the 
point of view of the I.M.C. three things 
appear to be important: 


l. We should endeavor to do what we can to 
ensure that the challenge to this kind of 
service to under-developed areas is pre- 
sented in the most effective way to the 
people in our churches who would respond to 
it. We ought to be able to show the Chris- 
tian people of the highly-developed Western 
countries that this is a moment in world 
history where they have an opportunity 

for making a great and perhaps decisive con- 
tribution to the welfare of mankind. 


2. We need to do whatever lies in our power 
to help churches to ensure that men and 

women who are sent abroad in this kind of 
service are equipped to play their part as 
Christians in the fellowship of the Chris- 
tian churches in the lands to which they go 


3. We need to continue resolutely reminding 
all concerned that this kind of service is © 
not a substitute for obedience to-the fun- 
damental missionary imperative to take the 
Gospel to every creature. The great coe 
significant opportunity which the present 
historic moment provides for a massive act 
of service and fellowship between the 
developed and under-developed countries 
ought not to throw out of focus our total 
understanding of God's purpose for the 
world in Jesus Christ. It remains basic and 
indispensable that Christ's people are ; 
committed to the task of taking the message 
of the Cross, which will always be a stumb- 
ling block and foolishness to the men of 
this world, to every nation and to every 
creature and that there is no substitute 
whatever for obedience to this task. 


Your servant in Christ, 


Lesslie Newbigin, Bishop 
General Secretary. I.MsG: 


AS WE GO FORTH TOGETHER | 


How fortunate it is that there is so | 
little question about the need and the 1 
appropriateness of the integration of the 4 
International Missionary Council and the i 
World Council of Churches! The historic 
occasion will in all probability be at the 
opening of the Third Assembly of the World 
Council at New Delhi on November 19, 1961. 

The two agencies have been working 
together so closely and congenially that 
no radical adjustment in attitudes will be 
required. Whatever adjustment is required 
in habits and procedures will be easily 
achieved because we are so convinced that 
integration is right. 3 

The combining of information, insights, 
and interests has already resulted in im- 
proved services to the churches. When we 
actually come together in one organization 
we shall all be further strengthened. No 
council has any constitutionul authority 
over the churches or over its related 
agencies. It exists not to exercise author- 
ity but to be helpful. The integrated World 
Council should surely be more helpful as it 
aggregates the resources of the two 
previously separate councils. 

Historical developments also have made 
the integration desirable if not inevitable. 


As to the Why, the three reasons out- directors at the head to the broad base 
lined below appear to be particularly of support in our Protestant congrega- 
pertinent. tions -- a mutual need for fuller under- 
| standing and stronger endeavor at all 


First, and perhaps of greatest basic sig- levels. 
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built steadily and soundly. The World 
Council of Churches thirteen years ago 
developed directly from that earlier exam- 
ple to serve the field outside of missions. 
Now the two Councils have worked out a 


We turn now to the How phase of our 
theme -- what channels for participation in 
the program of the International Missionary 
Council are available to us laymen? 


plan of merger into a single integrated 
body to become effective next fall and 
to supersede the past pattern of action 
“in association.’”’ Surely, we lay members 
of Protestant congregations in North 
America do well to honor the pioneering 
contribution the I.M.C. has made to the 
attainment of united endeavor by our 
churches. 

A second reason for our interest in 
the I.M.C. is to understand the vital 
role it plays in the guidance of the 
mission effort. Dedicated service and 
dedicated financial support are essential, 
but far from enough. Great tides are 
sweeping the world, and competent, exper- 
ienced navigation in our ventures into 
far lands cannot be neglected. The 
reports from Africa, Southeast Asia, and 
the Near East bear ample witness to this 
statement, and Bishop Newbigin, in the 
personal messages some of us were privi- 
leged to hear during his American tour 
last winter, gave us a vivid confirma- 
tion of the imperative need to under- 
stand and to adapt to changing world 
patterns. We can be grateful for the 
I.M.C.’s guiding role on the practical 
ground that it enhances the effectiveness 
of the churches multi-million dollar 
annual investment in support of missions. 
However, any such materialistic value is 
far outweighed by the I.M.C.’s contribu- 
‘tion toward the fulfillment of the over- 
whelming task of Christendom, in North 
America and abroad, to bring a saving 
message to a distraught world. The ser- 
vices provided by the International 
Missionary Council assuredly demand our 
laymen’s interest and understanding for 
they are a prime factor in our Christian 
opportunity to alleviate the world’s ills 
through the awakening of men’s hearts and 
minds everywhere. 

The third reason I would suggest is the 
need for improving communication between 
all echelons, from the professional 


Participation in the work of the I.M.C. 
through prayer and financial support of its 
projects truly associates one in a vital 
way to the Council’s great missionary out- 
reach -- the strengthening of the Church’s 
world mission undertaking. By a spontaneous 
response on our part, we can broaden lay 
participation both in numbers and geo- 
graphically, plant oases of understanding 
and stimulation which can be of signifi- 
cant value, and accomplish this without 
demanding promotional effort and expense 
on the part of the headquarters’ office. 

While it is true that much of the 
bread-and-butter support for the I.M.C. 
comes through its membership bodies from 
funds you and I contribute to our churches, 
the essential level of effectiveness 
comes from additional support by founda- 
tions and individuals, without which the 
program would be disastrously handicapped. 
Merger with the World Council of Churches 
when consummated will not alter this 
situation. Therefore, expression of our 
interest, through voluntary regular 
financial support in such degree as our 
individual evaluation of the cause and 
our personal circumstances dictate, is 
and will continue to be an appropriate 
and essential opportunity to render 
service as lay men or lay women. 


I have mentioned first the matter of 
dollars not to emphasize its importance 
but rather to state its place and clear 
the deck for discussion of less specific 
and perhaps more fundamentally impor- 
tant opportunities. The singleness of 
purpose and individual dedication with 
which Communist ends are being pursued 
throughout the world are a fresh remind- 
er that evil goals are frequently 
served by the most efficient tools. Can 
we be content to do less? More speci fi- 
cally, how can we hope to win the battle 
for men’s minds and hearts unless we have 
an equal sense of dedication and righteous 


B.F. Stockwell through the Andean area 
(Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and 
Bolivia), Chile and Paraguay. 

Arrangements for a similar theological 
education survey in the Near East are being 
worked out. The I.M.C. is happy to announce 
that Rev. Donald MacNeill of Kuwait and 
Rev. Samuel Habib of Egypt have agreed to 
act as associates with Rev. Douglas Webster 
of the United Kingdom, Chairman, and Rev. 
BiebL: Nasizriof Pakistan, 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 


Dr. Hans-Werner Gensichen, on a three- 
year leave from the University of Heidel- 
berg in Germany, on April lst became an 
Associate Director of The Theological 
Education Fund of the International Mission- 
ary Council. Dr. Gensichen’s special 
responsibility will be the administration 
of the new Special Program for Theological 
Education in Africa. 

imeMay. ot -this: Year, ouva, fi ja, Wild 
be host to a Consultation on Theological 
Education in the South Pacific, at which 
the T.E.F. will be represented by Profes- 
sor Charles W. Forman of Yale University 
School of Divinity (formerly Associate 
Director and now Consultant to T.E.F.), 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, General Secretary 
of thewl. MC." and a member ‘of the>l-E.F. 
Committee, and Miss Freda M. Dearing of 
the London office. 

In the interests of the program of the 
T.E.F., Dr. James F. Hopewell, Associate 
Director, is completing a tour of visits 
to many of the major theological schools 
in the Near East, Southern Asia and the 
Orient. Dr. A. Marcus Ward, Consultant to 
the T.E.F. from England, joined him in 
Tokyo, and together they traveled to 
Korea and Taiwan, in each of these 
three countries meeting with professors 
from theological seminaries who, in area 
committees, are working on matters invol- 
ved in the development of the T.E.F. text- 
book programs. 

Another extended trip just concluded 
is that undertaken by the Director of the 
TLE.F.. Dr’. Charles W) Ranson} who visited 
theological schools in Central and 
Southern Africa, as well as Madagascar, 
holding regional conferences and consulta- 
tions on the ways and means of up-grading 
the work done by the seminaries. On the 
visits in Central and Southern Africa, Dr. 
Ranson was accompanied by Canon T.R. Mil- 
ford, Master of the Temple in London, 


SPECIAL OFFER 


THE GHANA ASSEMBLY OF THE 
INTERNAT/ONAL MISSIONARY COUNC/L 


is the title of the volume of this important 
meeting held in Ghana over the year-end 1957- 
1958. Concerning it, Bishop Newbigin has said, 
"To anyone who cares about the Christian 
Mission today, it {is almost indispensable." 


Specially priced at $2.44% a copy! 


Please order directly from FRIENDSHIP PRESS, 
475 Riverside Drive, NEWRYO C1 27 Neways 


Pa IIA IO 


Just off the press! 
THE CHURCH AND THE JEWS 


a guide in the study of Church and Judaism in 
their reciprocal relationship, by the Rev. 
Gote Hedenquist. Available from the — 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL ; 
Booklet — 60¢ 
(Please send remittance with order) 


A LAYMAN'S MESSAGE | 


This message is an experiment--by 
request. The Newsletter has served to 
bring us information and interpretation 
with the backing of official status and ; 
professional competence. Now the author of © 
this message is prevailed upon to inject 
a new component -- the comments of a lay- 
man, addressed primarily to fellow laymen 
who can be interested in the work of the 
International Missionary Council. 

Such an undertaking should be ap- 1 
proached with due modesty and without yield- 
ing to the temptation to exhort one's 
audience. Nevertheless, a sincere feeling 
that there is something worth while to say _ 
is equally important. In accordance with 
these guideposts, the following observa- 
tions are shared with you. 

The theme is simple. Why should the 
laymen of our Protestant congregations 
concern themselves with the work of the 
International Missionary Council, a highly 
specialized service by a small staff of 
top experienced and professional competence, 
hidden from the ken of individual congrega- 
tions by intervening layers of organization’ 
And further, should such interest be 
mutually desirable, how can it be helpfully 
expressed? 


‘Increasingly the so-called younger churches 
are becoming independent and autonomous. 
‘This is the result of various factors in 
different situations. Some churches have 
been progressively achieving maturity in 
their capacity to determine their own 
policies and to initiate their own programs. 
Some are in nations recently become inde- 
pendent, which in emerging national self- 
consciousness repudiate foreign controls. 
Such churches can now be members as equals 
along with “older’’ churches in the World 
Council and at the same time continue their 
relationships with mission agencies without 
embarrassment or confusion. 


The location of the Assembly in New 
Delhi is symbolically significant. It 
clearly indicates that the World Council 
belongs to the East as well as the West: 
that it is at home in ancient cultures as 
well as new; that it is the agency of young- 
er as well as older churches -- India has 
some of the oldest as well as the most 
recent; that it is brown, black, yellow and 
white; that it chooses to be in the cross- 
fire between the dynamic forces of revo- 
lution and order. In short, it belongs at 
the crossroads of history’s traffic in 
the ideas and social forces that are 
_ moulding man’s destiny today. 


At the World Council’s constituting as- 
sembly at Amsterdam in 1948, the commitment 
of the churches was summarized in the state- 
ment: “We intend to stay together.’ The 
second assembly at Evanston, in 1954 de- 
_clared: “To stay together is not enough. We 
must go forward....We dedicate ourselves to 

God anew, that He may enable us to go for- 
_ward.’’ In both these assemblies we were 
looking more at ourselves than at the world. 


What the third assembly at New Delhi 
will decide to say we do not know. But as 


a result of integration it will be in a posi- 


tion to say: “We now go forth together under 
the banner of Christ to the world--to people 
in unbelief, in conflict, and in distress.” 
Commitment to mission and commitment to 
unity will be caught up and combined in com- 
mitment to manifesting God in Christ to the 
world. The assembly theme will be “Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World.’’ 


Great things will happen by God's 
power if we bring together all our several 
traditions, concerns, and competencies in 
humble, obedient, and trusting subserviency 
to His will. To this end let us all pray 
pior His light and power in the Assembly. 
Roswell P. Barnes, 


Executive Secretary, 
World Council of Churches 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION SURVEYS 


As this is being written, the members 
of the two sections of the Survey Team are 
getting together in Puerto Rico to share 
with each other the experiences of the past 
few weeks, and in that light, 
for the weeks ahead. 


to make plans 


The associate member of the team, who 
has been traveling with Bishop Stockwell 
and Dr. C.L. Taylor through Central America 
and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean, is Dr. 
Benjamin Morales, President of the Spanish- 
American Baptist Seminary in Los Angeles, 
California. For the English-speaking part 
of the Caribbean, Dr. Wilfred Scopes and 
Rev. Emilio Castro have had as their 
associate Dr.-W.J.S. Farris, a Presbyterian 
from Canada currently on the staff of the 
Union Theological Seminary in Kingston, 
Jamaica. 

Everywhere that they have visited, the 
Survey Teams have been heartened and en- 
couraged by the willingness of many denomi- 
national groups to cooperate in the 
interests of the betterment of the ministry. 
Even the briefest overnight halts have 
served to bring together groups conscious 
of their isolation as churchmen. 

Educators in the West Indies, accord- 
ing to a letter from Dr. Scopes, are finding 
the demand for higher education is exceed- 
ing all expectation. As areas labeled 
backward emerge into nationhood, there 
follows inevitably a newly awakened inter- 
est in education. This emphasizes the need 
for a correspondingly well-trained ministry, 
ordained and lay. As to the latter, Dr. 
Scopes found some interesting Bible school 
activities being carried on in the area, 
and he will probably have more to say about 
this later. 

A delegate to the regional conference 
held at Trinidad remarked, “Even if the 
conference had ended with the first session, 
when all became acquainted for the first 
time with what sister Bible schools were 
doing, it would have been worth while.”’ 
This was the first time these Christian 
educators had met together, and in the con- 
ference they agreed on a number of construc- 
tive measures. Rev. David I. Mitchell, area 
representative of the World Council on 
Christian Education, was appointed as Con- 
vener of a small committee to follow up the 
proposals. 

After the meeting at San Juan, March 
22-24, the team will again divide into two 
parts, but in the next period Dr. Taylor 
and Dr. Scopes will-be traveling together 
in Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina, while 
Rev. Emilio Castro will accompany Bishop 


purpose? More than we realize, our own 
convictions and attitudes here at home may 
have a determining influence on the 

value of our message to our fellow men 
around the world. Is it possible that we, 
as associates in the great adventure to 
bring the Gospel of salvation to the 
world, might catalyze in our church 
congregations and among our friends a 


These questions I leave with you. It is 
not in any one man’s authority to answer 
them, for each of us must work out his own 
individual answer. Of only one thing I feel 
sure -- that sincere conviction communicatec 
from individual to individual could build a 
chain of power which all our dollars could 
not buy, and if we had that chain of dedica 
ed personal communication, the question of 


strengthened sense of purpose that could dollars would take care of itself. 


lift our missions to new levels of 
accomplishment? Charles A. Cary, Chairman 
North American Advisory Committee 


On the slave. 


This thing of giving, I do not understand, any more than you do, but there is some- 
thing about it that blesses us....Give, and somewhere from out the clouds, or from 


the sacred depths of human hearts, a melody divine will reach your ears, and gladden 
all your days upon the earth. --George F. Burba 
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